PERSIAN   MEDICAL   MISSIONS

to join in the games of his comrades, and I feel sure
he afterwards often posed as a hero in his little
village, as, the centre of an admiring throng, he
recounted the details of his visit, treatment, and cure
at the Mission Hospital.

In all Mohammedan lands,, doctors always find it
extremely difficult to persuade their patients to sub-
mit to amputation. However hopeless a condition the
injured limb may be in, many would rather die than
enter Paradise maimed. Some perhaps fancy that
after death, when the prophet Mohammed comes to
conduct them over that fragile bridge that leads to
the "realm of the blest," he would indignantly re-
pudiate the claims of an armless or legless disciple!
However that may be, the fact remains that many a
poor patient dies who might, by timely amputation,
have recovered and lived for many years. But
curiously enough, soon after our arrival in Juifa, I
admitted, within a few days of each other, two Per-
sians suffering from diseases of the legs necessitating
amputation, and both, after much persuasion, agreed
to the operation being performed. Both were men,
and had been admitted to different wards, but as
after-events proved, neither knew of the other's
presence in the hospital: both thus believed that he
was the only Mohammedan doomed to pass the rest
of his life bereft of one leg, with the possible risk of
non-admittance hereafter to the Moslem Paradise.

The two amputations were duly performed, on
different days; the amputated limbs being at once
handed to the relatives for decent interment. Both
patients made good recoveries, their progress being
somewhat retarded b their continual lamentation